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PM could face revolt from Eurosceptic Tories
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“You check in while lounging
on a plush golden sofa clad
in Gio Ponti velvet’

The chicest

beach hote

From a stylish resort
on Mykonos to a
Croatian hideaway
with private beach,

knows where to stay

In Europe

ool Mew, Beach, Hotels.
Europe. Are you picturing
what I'm picturing? A
stylish, sall-scale
conversion right on the
seafront — perhaps what
was oice a rambling old
farmhouse, or an angular mid-century
motel — hacked by umbretla pines
and lronted by o handiul of stripy
sunloungers facing the glittering blue,
There are no big-chain bustoads to
compete with for towels at this sunny
spat, [ fact, these bolt holes opened so
recently that the owner will personally

shake you hy the hand as vou wander in.

particularly grateful for vour patronag

- points out the fish of the day

- heach haotels across Eurape o
© got everything from historic

2%

great
places for
summer

the ocean bevond, while bre:
a sandy-footed affair on the
you work through local fam
ani several ways with eggs o

days ahead. Your afternoon §

emipty, free for vou to fill wit)
wildflower hike alongside
montain goits, or & boat try
and snorkel as the skipper

o mayhe vou simply have y
eye on one of those stripy
sunloungers.

In this collection of cool ¢

if they opened {or tried ko open) during
Covid, Your dinner i still swimming in

maritime buildimgs on the B
whitewashed Grecian cottag)
an. Some are within stry
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Borgo Santandrea, taly

distance offthe city, others miles from
anywhere) A handful of these places
loek their best in winter, awaiting
vour fter i hracing beach
wal log fire and a stiff
drifgh. Others won't be opening
thr doars and unfurling their
topwels until the warmth of
Epster, possibly even May.
o |What briris the hotels in
s special list together is the
befuch. As the king of the beach,
thy margarita-soaked American
singr-songwriter Jimmy Buffett,
i said: |If there's heaven for me, I'm
sure it has a beach attached”

otk next page 2
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Borgo Santandrea

Amalfi

Picture swimming in the Tyrrhenian Sea
and there are invariably ladders
invobved, possibly a pontoon bobbing
over the depths, But the family-owned
Borgo Santandrea has its own private
beneh (4 parity on the rocky Amalfi
copst), luring guests down from the
hotels clifflop perch along a sigeag path
thegugh lemon trees and fr.
Jjasmine (perhaps take the [t back up)
At se leved, navy-and-white beach huts
awal, alongsice parasols and sunbeds
and a restaurant in an aneient
fishermen's cave. If theres a better beach
snack than tempurs courgette flowers
stuffed with anchovies and pecorin,
wie'vie mever eaten it

Ditails B&E doubles from EGT0
{borgosantandraa itk Fly to Naples

Hotel Windsor
Laigue I

If this waterfront Italian Riviera hotel
was a little to the cast in Portofine, or

westwards in Monaco, vou'd be paying

e thve rooam rale. Instead, in the
languid seaside town of Laigueglia, Hotel
‘Windsor is open to “tutti”, with almost
all its 25 roms having rather lovely sea
wiews, Those that dent have glimpses of
polenta vellow and pesto green houwses
among cancpy pines. Bagni Windsor. its
popular Hido (heach dub), i

Almalusa is actually in Comporta
villige, & 15-minute walk infand, We
think thats a compromise you'll he

° happy to make when you consider the -
chic swimming poot with its palm-thatch

urmbrellas and rooftop bar vou're

° rewarded with each evening.
© [etalls B&B doubles from E10

1. Fly to Lishon

ETU for a spot in surmrmer, but beds and
jparasols are free to puests, leaving you
change fora glass of bocal spumante an
1he sands

Ditails B&B doubles from £168
{thewindsor itk Fly to Genoa

AlmaLusa Comporta

As heaches go, Comporta. W minutes”
dirive south of Lishon, is perfection: twa
conl fish restasrants on stilts and a beach
bar with loungers for hive, bevond which

= the sand stretehes for miles. emptving to
= just the odd wmbrefla among suceoulent-

speckled dunes. But the reason for this

- Mawless landscape is that no buikding is
= allowesd on the coast, so houtiquesized

: Praia do Canal Nature

Resort Eastern Algarve

© The peason the Portuguese Atlantic

coast has such sturning beaches is that
they protect them. Thats why theee is
no development on the heaches of the
Costi Vicentina Natural Park. AL this
Gi-room hetel @ 30-minule drive from
Praia de Luz, residents may have ocean

- wiews from their rooms and there are

free bicyeles for guests Lo reach the surf
itself {2 13-minute ride away). Once on

- the beach you may not see anyhody else
aill day, possibly all week, Up at the hotel

things are Bveller, as healthy Lishoetas

- jog rurl paths hetween conl conerete
= cafing, aroundd the architectural infinity

pool where marble loungers seem fo

Mot in the water. and off to the

ol calied spa and

Call DBOO 215 5878

7 sightssaing tours Inchided

Douro Discovery

Tnights + 27 Novernber 2023 + On board Douro Spirit
Flying from selected UK airports.

Prices from

£1,559..

Included as standard
Rastiirn LW braunl warvica  Optional tavnl insueance &l gratulties on baard
Entortuinmuns s sethition an tha ship - Deiphs rocapticn and Capts's dinar
Allinchssive  Complimantary Wi-F on baard

WA Wi
Hays Travel

Wiasit your local Hays Travel branch

haystraveloouk | Find us on Facebook

Dietails BER doubles from FI57
{praladocanal pt). Fiy to Faro

France

Les Hautes Mers

lle dYeu

There's zero chance of bumgang inte
anyone you know at "the High Seas™,
as this hotel’s name translates, unless
they've read this article too. Thats
because this effortlessly cool blue-and-
white guesthouse is on unflashy,
unpublicised e d¥eu, where French
Farnilies escape each summer for the
simple pleasures of cycling, swimming
and eating whelks. To reach the island,
take the ferry from La Barre-de-Monts
funes bonar's drive southwest of Nantes),
which vou can see all the way from the
hatel’s pretty heated outdoor poal.
sundeck, hol tub and sandy sretch

of besach.

Detalls B&B doubles from £142
Uesdomainesdefontenille com

Fly to Nantes, or drive from the LK

Tuba Club
near Marseil

As the name makes clear, the beach club

comes first at Tuba, the hotel second.
That doesn't mean its five guest rooms

with Mediterranean views — each witha '
yacht-cabin feel and desian eccentricities

such as maritime-print tiles, wood

pangdling and hoat-stvle pipevwork — are -

an afterthonght It simply means that
Tuba's waterfront restaurant— and
beach beda are the big stars, patronised
by sun-worshippers from across the
Cite ' Asur, who come Lo explore the

nearhy lurguotse coves of the Calangues

It the seafond menu theyre coming for
too, so renowned vou can charter a doy
at s with the fishermen and snorkel
the local waters (EB8pp).

Details B&B doubles from E204
{tuba-chub.com. Fly to Marsedlles

METT Bodrum
The owners of this polished new pad
on the Turkish Riviera are kings of the

- beach club, first and foremost, with

waterfront autposts in Marbetla, Beirut
and Dubal, So they know what they're

- doing when it comes to scaside scenery
© and snacks, METT Bodrum’s beach is

on pristing, sandy Haremtan Cove —a

- hit of & coup, considering that many

Iuxury hotels have to make do with piers
on this craggy streteh — where guests
can rent paddietoards. jet skis and

wakehoards, or take a water taxi to fown.

Cabana is the 100-mom hotels clutch of

- private beach cahins for rent, each one

with a private pool, sunbeds and sound
system, Alternatively, get sociable on the
open-air deck with over-water
hammaocks at Folie beach restaurant,
which s open to all,

- Detatls Avom-only doutkes from £163

(mettsocialliving.coml. Fiy to Bodrum

The Rooster

: Antiparos, Cvelades

IF you crave a beach break that leaves
vont lighter rather than lumpier, The

- Rooster on teeny Antiparos island and

its House of Healing spa are a wise
additien 1 vour to-do list. [15 more a

- wellness retreat than a hotel, with just

16 low-lying villas and suites among
arassy dunes and a gorgeous stone

- restaurant and bar surrounded by

rosemary bushes, as well as a “seceet
garden” for tnlimate dinners. The:

- Rooster’s pasition on serene, sandy

Livadia Beach gives good sunset, and
whien the meltemi winds arrve this

- hecomes an Aegean surf spot tog,

Detadls B&B doubles from E515
(theroosterantiparos.com). Fly Lo Paros

s Saturday February 18 2023

Once in Mykonos, Greece

Kivotos

Santorini, Cyclades

Sea views are the currency ny five-
star pad on this island, and Kivotos has
plenty of those from its spectacular
dliffside spot in idyllic Imerovigli village
looking westwards to Oia and the
famous domes at sunset. The best way to
experience the sea is by boat, which can
sail you to secret coves of black, red and
orange volcanic sand (easily arranged by
the hotel — and you can spot Kivotos
when you drop anchor as it's the one
building painted designer black rather
than identikit white). Determined to
have a daily dip? Then you'll be pleased
to hear every suite has a private pool or
hot tub.

Detalls B&B doubles from ES06
(kivotoshotels.com). Fly ta Santorini

Domes Aulus Elounda
Crete

Cool, new beach hotels in Europe —
thats what you're here for; that's why
you're still reading. But you don't want
to pay uncool European prices, which

is why the [18-room Domes Aulus
Elounda could tick your box, with its
“cool inclusive™ concept offering
complimentary food, drinks, alcohol and

wellness experiences, such as beach yoga

and meditation. 1t's adults-only,
there’s no buffet scrum or noisy pool
scene — anl no bill on checkout either.
The heach is shingle — hence the
crystal-clear waters — with plump beds
and parasols that look far too posh to be
all-inclusive. Its 4 taste of the
champagne life on a beer budget.
Dotails Seven nights” all-inclusive from
£992pp. Including flights
{olympicholidays.com)

¢ Is, meaning you can e

: Detuslls B&B doubles from £352
¢ {cosmehotelparos.com). Fly to

Once in Mykonos
Il vou're only ever “once In

¢ Omos Beach, often voted the

aros, Cyclades
Ask an architect to recreate an ancient

: tumble of sugarcube Grecian cottages,
 with space and mad cons to placate 21st

century travellers, then plot it all

i perfectly along the coast (half-moon

pool and beach club included), and a
good one will design Cosme. Mature
gardens of acacia, yucea, pampas grasses

¢ and ofive trees, plus the all-white

exterior, make this new design hotel
seem as if it’s been here for ever, The

: beach is a beauty. too: sandy Agioi

Anargyroi is where Cosme's private jetty
sily explore other
coves by boat. or just use it for jumping
into the sea.

Paros

Mykonos™, this is where to
experience the island — on

mast beautiful, hut also one of

the buzziest and family-friendly. As
the neat lines of busy beds testify, it's
a crowd-pleaser. You'll be floating above

the scene at this stylish hotel. since all 59

rooms have a sea view. However. the
very best place to take in the party
panorama i from the limestone pool,
where you'll be served crisp, white
assyrtiko wine as you people-watch —
you neednt even get sand in your toes.
Detalls B&B doubles from £290

{onceinmykonos.com). Fly to Mykonos

Cali Mykonos, Cy
Want to hide away on the ssland thats

e

- AlmaLusa Comporta, Portugal

OKU Ibiza

lle d'Yeu, France

- all about being seen? Then you'll love
Cali Mykonos, built far from the.
meme-ing erowd on the tranquil

: southeast coast. Every one of the 40

* villas and suites has its own private pool,
so there’s no competitive catwalking at

- the communal one (though itis a
stunning infinity-edge number), and
Cali also has its own private beach
exclusive to guests. The oaly way you
can even tell you're on Mykones and not
another minuscule Aegean speck i

= when yvou glimpse a multimillion-pound
vacht drifting past from your prime
beach spot
Detalls B&B doubles from £676

(calimykonos.com). Fly to Mykonos

Germany

Lanserhof Sylt

Nordfriesland

Is it an art gailery? A dotcom

HQ? No. The three-winged
wood-and-glass "hird” of a
building, nesting in the dunes of

the north German coast, is a
medical spa. Thus, to experience
this wow-factor beach hotel, you must

© which have a seven-night minimum stay
amd could have weight loss, detox,
recuperation. physio or mental wellbeing
= as their focus, Once you do, the wild
beaches of Syt are yours for the
exploring, whether that means off-
season walking, or sunbathing in the
cute, canopied deckehairs for which Sylt
is famous,
Detalls Seven nights’ full board from
£2.725pp. Including transfers
com). Fly to

! sten up for ane of its health programmes, -
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§Spain|

El Viceng de la Mar

¢ Cala Samt Viceng, Mallorca
‘We all know Mallorca does a great line
in beaches, but this blingy Balearic island
doesn't always do so well on the value-
for-money front. Excellent, then, to see a
new beach hotel opening with rates
under the €200 a night mark. El Vicenc
de la Mar is on cliff-hemmed Sant
Vicenc cove, where the colour and

= clarity of the water is on a par with the
Indian Ocean. Its adults-only and small
with just 35 rooms and suites, in a sleek

© new-build of glass, rough-cut stone and
bleached wood, while the hedrooms
follow the same breezy. beachy look.
“( the Rooftop” is where it all happens:
a bar, pool, restaurant and hammock
lounge for guests,

: Detalls Roomeonly doubles from £152
{elvicenc.comfen), Fly to Palma

: OKU Ibiza
Sant Antoni de Portmany
OK, s0 we know you're here for the
beach, but OKU' swimming pool offers
some pretty stff competition — it’s the

= largest on the island of Ibiza, trimmed
by sun-bleached timber decking and
lined with squidgy beanbag-style
loungers beneath raffia parasols. The
189-room hotel Is just as easy on the eye,
thanks to tropical indoor plants set
againgt brutalist concrete floors, softened
by jute rugs and Turkish kilim throws,
If you can't bring yourself to leave
{understandahle), you can spy the beach
from the rooftap voga deck, or those
top-floor rooms with terraces. If you

- ¢an, then bead for Cala Gracio bay, a

* five-minute mooch away,
Detalls Room- doubies from £280
(okuhotels.comjoku-ibiza). Fly to Ibiza

Hotel Riomar
Santa Eularia des Riu, Thiza
Like & picture in a posteand rack, Hotel
Riomar is the classic beach hotel: a 19508

: low-rise collection of whitewashed cubes
among pines, set around a pool from
where you can wander straight down to

* the surf. It’s an quiet Santa Fulalia bay,
a popular spot with Spanish families and
British tourists but increasingly cool
enough to warrant a new look for the
original hotel, which now has a beach
bar furnished with Moroccan rugs and

- tepee seats, and contemporary geometric
art in 116 once-vintage rooms.
Detalls B&B doubles from £149

- (hotelriomar.com). Fly to Ibiza

Teranka [s Calo de Sant
Agustl, Formentera
Formentera is the littlest of the “fab
four™ Balearic islands, a sandy, flat-as-
a-boarding-pass isle that can only be
reached by ferry from Ibiza. The two
islands couldn't be more different, with
Formentera a hip but hushed place that
allows very little development. Thus,
terrifically pretty Teranka is an excting
* opening launched last year. It is small-
scale, with 35 rooms in one restored
whitewashed house and two oider stone
annexes. It’s also right on Migjorn Beach
where the waters as clear as a cul-price
Maldives atoll and rocky outcrops make
perfect sun-baking spots.
Delalls B&B doubles from £340
- (teranka.com), Fly to Ibiza

Turn for more hotel
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